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finalised a code of conduct restraining
doctors from getting influenced by drug
makers through gifts and other disguised
bribes aiming to bring down costs for patients.
“Our efforts of last three years have finally
borne fruits and we have been able to bring
out an enforceable code of ethics for the doc-
tors,” says Dr Ketan Desai, president of MCL.
The MCI'’s code prohibits doctors from re-
ceiving gifts, travel facilities, hospitality, mon-
etary grants, medical research, endorsements,
etc. The notification on.December 10, 2009,
amended the ‘Indian Medical Council (Profes-
sional Conduct, Etiquette and Ethics), Regula-
tions 2002 stipulating guidelines to be fol-
lowed by medical practitionersin the country.
The doctors” self-regulatory body has
been looking out for ways to prevent cor-
ruption in the profession. This is probably
the best the body could do although there is
abelief that it may not be effective given that
it won't be able to'supervise the lakhs of doc-
tors spread throughout the country. MCI is
an appellate body regulating the country’s
medical practitioners through-various state
medical councils. The council started work-
ing on the draft regulations in 2006.
With this code, medical practitioners are

T HE Medical Council of India (MCI) has

prohibited from receiving gifts, cash ormone-
tary grants, accepting tours, paid vacations or
any hospitality from any representatives of
pharma or health care companies under any
pretext. They shall not endorse any drug or
product of the industry publicly and ensure
that their professional autonomy is not com-
promised. They may, however, work for
pharmaceutical and allied healthcare indus-
tries in advisory capacities, as consultants, as
researchers, as treating doctors or in any oth-

Dishman in pact with
US-based Codexis |

The Rs 1000-crore Dishman Pharmaceu-
ticals, an Ahmedabad-based Contract
Research and Manufacturing Services '
(CRAMS) major, has entered into a
strategic alliance with a California-based
biotech company — Codexis, reports Our
Bureau from Ahmedabad. The company
announced on Thursday morning that
the partnership would let Dishman use
Codexis’ proprietary enzymatic bio-
catalysis technology for the manufactur-
ing of building blocks, intermediates and
API's for innovator pharma cos. i

er professional capacity.

Through this amendment to the existing
code of ethics, the MCI aims to fulfil two chief
objectives. “First, no medical professional
should be influenced by any pharma compa-
ny. Secondly, since pharma companies will
save on their marketing spend on doctors, we
expect that they will pass on the benefit to the
patients by reducing the prices of drugs,” in-
forms Dr Desai.
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